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We theught this was an 
interesting example of dis- 
crimination against women 
in medicine: --- 


The Case of a Woman yoctor 
in Paris, 1322. 


Witnesses were brought before 
us... in the inquisition made 
at the instance of the masters 
of medicine at Paris against 
Jacoba Felicie and others 
practicing the art of medicine 
without the knowledge and 
authority of the said masters, 
to the end that they be pun- 
ished, and that this practice 
be forbidden them... 


Jean Faber, living near the 
tower in Paris... said that 
he knew the said Jacoba, be- 
cause she had done well by 
him...he was suffering from 
a certain sickness in his 
head and ears at a time of 
great heat, that is, before 
the feast of the nativity 

of St. John (June 24), and 
that the said Jacoba had 
visited him and had shown 
such great care for him that 
he was cured by the potations 
she gave him and by the aid of 
God. 


« 
The Lord Odo de Cormissiaco, a 
brother of the hospital of 
Paris, a witness, said that 
when, around'the feast of the 
nativity of St. John, he had 
been seized by a severe ill- 
ness, to such an extent that 
his own limbs could not sup- 
port him...Master Jean, who 
lives with this Jacoba, gave 
him a purgative, and they pre- 
pared many baths and bandages 
for him, and anointed him very 
often. They worked over him 
with such great care that he 
was completely restored to 
health. They also gave him 
herbs, that is, camomile 
leaves, melilot, and very 

many others. 


Jeanne, wife of Denis called 
Bilbaut, living in the Rue de la 
Ferronarie in Paris answered on 
oath that around the feast of St 
Christopher (July 25), just passed 
she had been seized with a fever, 
and very many physicians had visi- 
ted her in the said illness. And 
she was so weighed down by the 
said illness that on a certain 
Tuesday around the said feast, she 
was not able to speak, and the 
said physicians gave her up for 
dead. And so it would have been, 
if the said Jacoba had not come to 
her request. When she had come 
she inspected her urine and felt 
her pulse, and afterward gave her 
a certain clear liquid to drink, 
and gave her also a syrup, so that 
she would go to the toilet. And 
Jacoba so laboured over her that 
by the grace of God she was cured 
of the said illness. 


These are the arguments which 
Jacoba said and set forth in her 
trial... 


The said Jacoba said that if the 
statute, which the said dean and 
masters are trying to use against 
her, Jacoba, had ever been made, 


this had been only once, on account 
of and against inexperienced fools.. 


From their number the said Jacoba 
is excepted, being expert in the 
art of medicinevand instructed in 
the precepts of the Said art 


um e: 
Also the said statute had been 
made against foolish usurpers who 
were then exercising the office 


crepit that they are not able to 
exercise the said office, as it 
appears from the tenor of the said 
statute, which was made a hundred 
and two years ago, at which ti 
the said Jacoba was n 
she for sixty ye, 
the natur things; indeed, she 
is young, thirty or thereabouts, 
as it appears from her aspect... 


Also, it has been ascertained 
and thus proved, that some 
Sick persons of both sexes, 
seized by many severe illnes- 
ses and enduring the care of 
very many expert masters in 
the art of medicine, have not 
been able to recover at all 
from their illnesses...And the 
said Jacoba, called after- 
wards, has cured these sick 
persons in a short time, by an 
art which is suitable for ac- 
complishing this. 


From The Portable Medieval 
Reader, ed., James Bruce Ross 
and Mary Martin McLaughlin, 
Viking Press. 


SusHiT TED by JANICE SPERRY 


SH; BE A KELLEY GIRL:BE EXPLOITED 


"Be a Kelly Girl,""$$$$$," 
say the temporary office 
help ads. "Receive a cheque" 
Variety, plush office, 
young boss" - these are the 
things they offer. On the 
other hand you are expected 
to be "dynamic, energetic, 
possess a pleasing person- 
ality" and above all be 
"ATTRACTIVE" -- all for 

$85 a week. 


The work a temp does varies 
tremendously. Because she 
is hired on a limited basis 
she can get stuck with such 
boring tasks as typing row 
upon row of figures, or she 
may be asked to fill a very 
busy, interesting position. 
She may find herself wel- 
comed by a friendly staff 
or may be left alone at 
break-time. In any case, 
she learns to never expect 
the same situation twice, 
and to be prepared for 
anything. Some people are 
temps because they are 
students or housewives 

and this fits in well with 
other commitments, some 

are looking for permanent 
work in a small competi- 
tive field such as acting, 
and others, like me, enjoy 
travelling and just don't 
want the same: routine year 
after year. 


T first started temp vork 
in 1968. Over the years I 
have worked in Kansas 
City, San Francisco, Tor- 
onto, and London, England. 
At first I earned the min- 
imum wage and all the 
assignments seemed to con- 
sist of filing or some- 
thing equally boring in 
grotty offices. Now I re- 
ceive a good salary for 
doing an interesting job. 
I have changed--my skills 
are better and I am more 
demanding in the jobs I 
will take. But the indus- 
try has changed too. It 
has recognized the fact 
that temps are valuable, 
they are needed, and it 
must compete to get them. 


In 1970 I started doing 
temp work for the provin- 
cial government, where 

the rates are higher and 
the jobs usually more 
interesting. Once I was 
assigned for 3 months 

to the Premier's office. 
At this time I was reading 
Sisterhood is Powerful and 
getting really excited 
about women's liberation. 
Most of my attempts to 

get other women interested 
were ignored, but it was 
obvious that some of the 
things I said set people 
thinking. One day a big 
red-faced fellow who was 
supposed to be my super- 
ior called me "pretty 
little thing" - again - 
and I asked him to please 
not refer to me that way. 
"Doesn't it flatter your 
ego?" he asked. "My ego 


doesn't require that kind 
of reinforcement," I said. 
His mind was blown. He 
detained me for twenty 
minutes defending himself, 
came in again during my 
coffee break, much to my 
supervisor's chagrin, who 
couldn't believe I was 
having an argument with 
the boss and winning, and 
bugged me e aran 
work. He finally concluded 
I must have had "bad ex- 
periences with men." I 
agreed I had. 

At Christmas I went to 
work for the municipal 
government and noticed 
quite a jump in salary. 
This, I later learned, 

was because city office 
workers are unioninzed 
under the Canadian Union 
of Public Employees. 

Right on: É 

Last spring I started: 
working evenings to save 
for a trip to Europe with 
a big well-advertised firm. 
For all their claims of 
helping women, this agency 
is the worst in my exper- 
ience. The atmosphere 
there is critical and ag- 
gressive, and I was given 
the most offensive litera- 
ture I've ever seen in a 
job situation. These bro- 
chures reminded me to use a 
deodorant, be. a good 
listener, to dress conser- 
vatively because "a man 
never marries a flashy wo- 
man and rarely hires her". 
Also that "most employers 
are men," "every modern wo- 
man needs make-up" and that 
"appearance is even more 
important than exceptional 
Skills." These people were 
absolute vultures. 


Back in Toronto after a 
beautiful three months in 
Europe I decided to try 
public business assignments 
again. This resulted in 
some of the most radicali- 
zing work experiences I've 
ever had. 


First off, I was sent to 
the personnel office of a 
well-known Canadian retail 
chain. I hadn't been there 
an hour when the secretary 
said,"I've been trying to 
get a permanent girl for 
your position for months." 
"Funny," I said."it seems 
there is a lot of un- 
employment." "Yes, she 
said, "but it's mostly men 
who are looking for jobs." 
"Why not hire a man for 
this position?" I asked. 
"Well," came her incredible 
reply, "first of all a man 
couldn't live on the wages 
this job pays, and secondly, 
I would be his superior 

and no man would take 
orders from a woman!" 
CLICK! What followed was a 
beautiful consciousness 
raising rap between us that 
lasted the entire week I 
was there. 


The next assignment, at a 
bank, was not so good. The 
manager, a complete strang- 
er, greeted me with "Hi 
doll." I clenched my teeth 
and gave him my iciest per- 
sonality. while he set me to 
work typing envelopes. This 
lasted two days during which 
time I observed that all 

the "drones" were women pre- 
sided over by two revolting 
lack-lustre men. No one took 
coffee breaks but I was 
docked 15 minutes for get 
ting lost in the building on 
my first day. I couldn't 
help comparing conditions 
here with the old milling 
industry where women were 
exploited in the early days. 
Working conditions for 

women really haven't changed 
very much since then. 

A very strange thing 
occurred one afternoon--a 
very well dressed woman was 
found lying on the floor in 
the office of the absent 
head executive, conscious 
but in a very excited state. 
All efforts to help her 

were rebuffed, so that soon 
the bank was full of build- 
ing police, Metro police, 
and firemen. The woman was 
obviously having a nervous 
breakdown and began scream- 
ing and resisting when 
attempts were made to take 
her away. At last she was 
taken out on a stretcher as 
grey old men in grey suits 
made jokes. But I thought 
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physical appearance. Here 

we sat, six working women, 
mostly "overweight", doing 
the best we could with off- 
the-rack clothes and dime- 
store cosmetics, getting 

the story on what we should 
look like. I got angry and I 
could feel the other women 
getting depressed. Everyone 
walked out of the screen- 
ing room sighing. Two said, 
"I'm skipping lunch." Some- 
one asked me what I thought 
of the film and I said "eco- N. Kogeman 
nomic exploitation" and 
tried to relate the manniken 
image to the sale of goods, 
and the fact that the de- 
Signer and the company exec- 
utives are men, while we in 
the lowest power &nd econo- 


on. 
Application for funding from 
government takes time and we are 
desperately in need of interim 
funding. 
We have hopes that you may have 
money at your disposal which 


would help the door open and the 
residence available to Indian 


.A I work in a pool with 
Other hysterical types 
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would help keep the door open 
and the residence available to 
Indian girls. 

Anduhyaun has many worthwhile 
projects within its framework, 
cultural and recreational as well 
as educational but the main aim 
is always to provide a house in 
the city where a girl can be ass- 
isted in making adjustments. 


To me below 
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An hysterical typo 
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MYSTIFICATION 


OR 


HOW WOMEN OBJECTIFY OTHER WOMEN 


Stereotyping 
(1) Woman as "Mother Type": 


Tne Woman-Feminine Image is to 
be compassionate and understanding 
because that is by nature Woman, 
optimistic about the present, keep 
ing a cheerful smile on one's face 
througn all trials and tribulations 
in order to support everybody else 
---guilt-ridden about everything 
but tnat which pertains to oneself 
---and struggle in relation to 
others. (Earth Mother). 


Woman as "Political Type": 

The Woman-Masculine Image 1s to 
be supportive from a political 
context; i.e.,a sense of duty to- 
wards Sisterhood (free our Sisters, 
free Ourselves); optimistic about 


the future-- revolutionary vision; 
analytical ( a suppression of 


emotion); and a constant struggle 
to find and improve upon one's 
inner self through revolutionary 
ideals. 

But neither one is superior or 
complete on its own. Whereas the 
"Motner Type " must learn to be 
more analytical towards one's 
self and one's actions, the "Pol- 
itical Type" must also learn to 
be less self-sufficient and less 
emotionally isolated without, how- 
ever, giving up one's political 
perspective. The two types are 
not mutually exclusive. 


~ 


(2) Passive and Active Woman: 


If one speaks and acts ina 


manner that denotes strenth and 
assertiveness, then one 1s seen 
as a "neavy". (Of course, aggress- 
1veness is bad when it takes on 
a male definition 1n failing to 
be supportive or in exercising 
the power of leadership. So, 
there is a fad current that wom- 
en should not be aggressive and 
should tone down their usual hab- 
its out of fear of alienation and 
domination.) 


In any event, we will concent- 
rate on how otners perceive us 
and how we perceive them. No one 
person is a total anything. Ag- 
gressive women can be weak, warm 
and loving but, most often, once 
one has been labelled a certain 
way, then one must live up tv 
that. It can also be turned round 
in relation to passive women. Be- 
ing passive does not necessarily 
mean that it cannot be broken, 
that one cannot be strong.An ord- 
inarily passive woman is sometimes 
not given the opportunity to move 
ahead because she is not listened 
to, ner ideas rejected as not 
valid. (They couldn't possibly 
be right, or good, ideas, or an 
aggressive woman's ideas are more 
right because she is seen as an 
"idea" person.) But, there again, 
we should begin to re-define some 
traditional truths. Does passivity 
need to be broken? For instance, 
the act of writing this was not 
active in the usual sense of the 
word, but it was not passive, 
either. 


Women have mixed feelings when 
one suddenly steps out of her as- 
signed role. It would certainly 


prove one's image of a passive or 
aggressive woman to be superficial 
,and destroy the preconceived idea 
that one must be either this or 
that but never both. It is too 
much for even feminists to take in 
stride when an aggressive, analyt- 
ical woman tears apart the role 
forced upon her by actually let- 
ting down a wall or two to show 
hurt, love or anger. 


Tnrough the process of defining 
our sense of self, one can be all 
things-- if one wants. (But only 
if it is desirable to tnat indiv- 
idual.) However, 1t remains to be 
seen if women in the Movement let 
us. 


(3) Heterosexual and Lesbian 


Woman : 

An yes! Is one a woman first 
and foremost? Or do we define 
ourselves and others through sex- 
uality? A Lesbian may never de- 
fine herself as anything but a 
woman until she has decided to be 
open about ner sexual preference 
in working with ner heterosexval 
feminist sisters. Tnen one is 
forced through the interaction to 
see that , yes, there is a dif- 
ference. Pitted, almost, one a- 


gai ts the other with a position 
to uphold-- each seeing the otner 
A Gay Woman, 


as more than a woman. 


listening to the total person 
articulating the ideas and taking 
out (of context) the words used 
that would best fit that stereo- 
type. Relationships are so easy 
with Bubbles.« 


_Fear/Approval 
Women with skills that are not 
usually female are mystified by 
both fear and approval. Fear by 
putting her at a distance and mak- 
ing demands on her that, as a tot- 
al person, she is unable to meet; 
and approval, by seeing her as 
someone special, a terribly impor- 
tant person, wanting to say the 
"right" thing or constantly trying 
to be 1n the immediate vicinity 
of that woman in order to catch 
some word of wisdom. The fear is 
less understandable than the ap- 
proval. The wo an who is feared in 
in this way 1s used as a scapegoat 
for all one's inabilities to cope 
on a personal and political level, 
and she can be held responsib.e 
for any current political catas- 
trophe as she is the one person 
women automatically look to for 
leadership. 

Now this is a real objectificat- 
ion-- refusing to see that we all 
grow at our own speed. 


Unfortunately, this all happens 
through the lack of insight into 


a Straight Woman -- always a label. 
Political, Active, Straight Woman, 
Motherly, Passive Lesbian-- well, 
I suppose there are some! 


Tnese are, off the top of my 
head, three opposing categories 
(yes, always divisions!) of how 
we stereotype and mystify our- 
selves. Do you know of more? 


Bubbles 

One can take either of the a- 
bove three roles for each woman 
to whom they choose to relate by 
a very apt word--"bubbles". Bub- 
bles on our ears-- a protection 
or filter which allows us to hear 
certain words and close off others. 
There are things we don't want to 
hear because they are coming from 
the wrong stereotype or else be- 
cause the words indicate a pres- 
gure not willing to be faced. 
Naturally, one hears but without 


relationships. Wuich is a lack of 
(or fear of?) breaking down the 
spc1 lly-conditioned, innumane 
and alrenating (read:male) way of 
relating to others and daring to 
try out a totally new approach to 
human (read: female) relationships. 
Sex-role stereotyping can only be 
relegated to tne dust -bin tnru 
honesty, trust and a willingness 
to dare to hurt. And sex-role 
stereotyping exists (believe 1t 
or not!) between woman amd woman. 
In essence, relating to women as 
total people is a start in the 
rignt direction to eliminating all 
sex roles, be they male or female. 


It leads one to think tnat C.R. 
Groups should be started for sea- 


PAT 


soned feminists who think that 6Y 
they are more, or'less, together 
than otners. 


Note: See my article on "Walls" 
in issue #2 on communicating hon- 
estly with ourselves. 


LESLIE 


Sex is an institution. In an oppres- 
sive society like amerika, it reflects 
the same ideology as other major fh- 
stitutions, It is goal-oriented, pro- 
fit & productivity oriented. It isa 
prescribed system, with a series or 
correct & building activities aimed 
toward the production of a singlé goal: 
climax, 


It's also a drag. For women, in acul- 
ture based on our oppression, hetero- 
sexual sex is a product we have had to 
turn out. To encourage us, we are 
given two minutes of this, a few mo- 
ments. of couple minutes at some 
thing else...all aimed towards the 
Great Penetration and the Big Come. 
There is great pressure tohavean — 
orgasm. Sex without orgasm is a fail- 
ure, it's a drag, it's incomplete, and 
very very sad. (Just like marriage is 


not real until it is "consumated"). Ilove my body and! 

sisters, ai now a creative), 
Because of phallic imperialism built A cr cee » 
upon Freud's ignorance of the female 
body, orgasm is supposed to come from It ig touching and rubbing and cuddling 


intercourse. That's just terrific for 
boys, but since our orgasm-producing 
organ is the clitoris, external-to the 
vagina ~oontradicting capitalist sexist 
physiology - many women don't produce 
the appropriate orgasm thru hetero- 
sexuality. By that criteria they.are 
frigid. 


and fondness. It is holding and rocking 
and kissing and licking. It's only goal 

is closeness and pleasure. It does not 
exist for the Big Orgasm. It exists for 


or may not be the beginning or the end- 
ing of the experience, It may be any-. 
where or nowhere. 
ale ái 
rtu Eu a M GM rm vena Iam 
love without a penis around for final Want to have to 'produce' 
consummation, A lot ofboys have Except pleasure. And that can be at any 
these ideas of dildos and bananas, Sex: level cr in any form. The sensuality I 
as an institution is so totally tied up feel has transformed my politics, has 
with the penis and its goal that boys solved the contradiction between my 
assume there must be some poor sub- Mind and my body because the energies 
'stitute for their noble item, for our feminist revolution are the same 
as the energies of our love for women. 


feeling nice, Our sensuality may or may good profit of my surplus labor. Sexu- 
not include genital experience, that may ality with women is a collective experi- & new language and aesthetic to describe 


lalways hated sex with men. The pres+ 
sure of the goal, the rigidity of the pro- 
cess and end was always totally unsatis- 
‘factory. Whenever I hear the word 

"sex" , all those shitty experiences I 
had with men come to mind. 

I cannot separate the word 'sex' from 

the phallic tyranny I suffered from for 

80 many years. 


For me, coming out meant an end to 


sex. It's dead and gone in my life. I "put out" or not, There is no such thing derful. Without that kind of exclusive 


When we feel good about someone we 
may sleep together. That could mean 
a lot of things from hugs to climax to 
cuddling to being very close but not 
touching. If we feel good in a group we 
may have a pajama party, which would 
be called an 'orgy' inside the institution 
of straight sex. That could be a genital 
thing or not. We are free to act with- 
out pressure, - I refuse to feel like I 
must make a decision about whether to 


reject that institution totally. Sex meant as putting out among us, There is no 


oppression, it means exploitation. It 
serves the needs of boys. It has little 

to do with pleasure for the greatest mass 
of oppressed people: women. 


Physical contact and feelings have taken 
a new liberatory form. And we call 
that sensuality. The women's move- 
ment in general, especially at the be- 
ginning, and gay feminism now is a 
fantasticallv sensual experience for me. 


set physical goal to our sexuality. 
There is no sex, 


The whole language is oppressive. It 
is white male-oriented and heterosexual, 
One word that must go is "sex" because 
that describes a way of being physical 
that can only draw up very bad memor- 
ies for a lot of us, We must use it only 


in referring to that oppressive institution 4 mongst us, our getting together is de- 


not to any new forms we are-developing, 


. lationships take away free will. It be- 


not on the promises of before. Sensual- 
ity is something you want your best 
friends to feel and act on with your othi 
best friends. Sex is something you wai 
power and territorial rights over. Sex 
is localized in the pants and limited by 
that. Sensuality is all over and grows 
always. Sex is pinpointed in the pants 
because the penis is there and the penis 
is, if not the material source, the mat- 
erial basis for power in amerika, 


If you don't haye capi- 
tal you get fucked over. by those who do, 
Unless you attach yourself to someone 
who has it so that you can serve them 


whole system of exchange necessarily 
excludes us as lesbians. We can't pre- 


Having sek means accepting a set of 
criteria for "success" that we did not 
set up and develop. among ourselves. 


Sensuality is formless and amorphous, | 
It can po and expand as we feel it. It that privilege, but they always have the 
is shared by everyone involved. It isn't possibility of whipping it out in az emer- 
something one puts out for another, gency and asserting their privilege. 

Sex with boys was like doing alienated 


labor so that one with power could make We are building a revolution which isn't 
based on such drivel. And we must have 


it. Lesbianism is not a sexual perver- 
sion: it has nothing to do with sex, It 


is not another way to "do it": itis a 
Smashing the notion of sex, getting Whole cther to have contact. Sex is 


away from these concepts so intimately , phallic term and we are involved in 
tied up with the penis, helps us destroy building a humane world, It's like when 
roles. One thing we realize in OUT people talk about being bisexual it blows 
group of gay feminists is that the word my mind, It's like saying that if you 
"lover" doesn't describe anything for US have an apple and an orange you have two 
anymore. It's very hard to tell who is apples because they're both fruits, 
who's lover, because that is a condition 

determined by genital contact in our Heterosexuality and lesbianism are two 
society. But among us we have a Very. forms of physical contact. But that's as 
brazen set-up. Idon't sleep with the far as the similarity goes. I sleep with 
same women every night. I might cud- women, make love with women, am a 
dle with one sister tonight because we oman, a lesbian. But I don't have sex 
were together and felt close and I might vi anyone, 

crash on some mattress with a bunch T 

of women tomorrow because we all 
danced together half the night. 


ence growing out of our struggle. 


If I had sex, I could have it with a boy, 
but that would be a whole other trip from 
If your lover is someone you feel emo- What I am feeling. about my gay sensuali- 
tional and physical attractions to and ty. It would be another experience al- 
where there is some kind of mutual com- together, not a different form of gay 
mitment, then we are surely the biggest sexuality. I would be reentering an in- 
group of floozies in town. It's so won- stitution, the structure of which js 
inherently oppressive to me, Although 
particular experiences might be of rea- ` 


couplingsex and lovers breed; people Particular ex 


cannot fall into traditional roles so eas- 
ily. Because each time you sleep with 
Someone you have to make the decision 
that time, Dependent exclusionary re- 


But radical lesbian sensuality is a form 
which I myself am helping to create. 
It is not an institution existing outside 


f of me, like sex is, Itis me, us, as it 
comes an institutionalized habit to sleep comes out of our new Consciousness, 


together regularly and there is not us- 


ually a'fresh decision each time. --reprinted from 


Lavender Vision 


(See p-2.) 
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349 St.Paul St. 
#3 
St.Catharines, Ont. 


FEM (Feminist Encounter Move- 
ment) is a small and very 
young but active organization 
in St. Catharines. We would 
like to share a recent exper- 
ience with you. The Brock 
University Student Union re- 
cently decided to sponsor a 
rock concert featuring a group 
called "Mainline". This group's 
most, popular feature is the 
"Bump and Grind Review" fea- 
turing strippers and exotic 
dancers 'bumping and grinding" 
to rock music. As publicity 

for their show they were to 
have several of these nude 
women handing out pamphlets 

in the halls of Brock U. A 

male supporter of our cause on 
the Student Union attempted to 
defeat the motion to endorse 
them. He tried to persuade the 
others to vote against it also, 
but without enough success. The 
vote was 6 for, 4 against, 1 
abstention. Our group met the 
next evening and we went into 
immediate action. While our 
male supporter continued to 
voice his opposition within the 
Brock community, we made posters 
criticizing the Unions endorse- 
ment. We began circulating pet- 
itions in order to stop the 
"Publicity Stunt'. We set up a 


plan to write. ic 
EL 
the forefront. Finally we 


encouraged all student members 
of FEM to raise the issue with 
everyone they spoke with at 
Brock. 

Our aim was not based on 
moralistic ideals but on our 
opposition to such stunts as 
sexist ploys for money. After 
about a week our cause lost 
momentum. A few of us continued 
but the whole question of why 
we were against the appear- 
ance of 'Bump and Grind' 
brought us to a halt. The 
ideas were finally discussed 
and the result was a letter 
to the Brock Press attempting 
to clarify our position in 
everyone's eyes, including 
ours. 

The differences were very 
basic and in some instances 
moralistic and emotional, Some 
of these feelings are still 
not settled, but the important 
one was agreed upon. It did 
not matter if the women were 
inside or outside the theatre, 
or whether they wore hot 
pants, tight jeans or nothing 
at all. Their female bodies 
were being used to promote the 
Bump and Grind Review, and 
although their wages are more 
attractive than a clerk, the 
only ones who would benefit 
financially would be the owners 

„of the group. 

With this idea settled we 
proceeded with working on the 
plan of action. There was 
speculation made within the 
university security organiza- 
tion as to whether or not we 
were going to demonstrate- - 


actually we had not planned to 
unless it was considered nec- 
essary and we had some support. 
Our radical sisters of the past 
and their previous demonstra- 
tions struck fear into status 
conscious and security minded 
groups. Some letters began to 
appear in the student newspaper- 
the general gist being: "I'm 

a big boy now and I'11 look at 
naked women if I decide to". 
(We also noticed that only men 
responded to this issue, but 
for one women's tongue in 
cheek, who supported us to a 
degree.) We had planned an 
articulate, intellectual ar- 
ticle to answer the criticisms 
but found it difficult to get 
together to write it, so one 
member wrote a gut-reaction 
letter to the editor instead. 

A few days later we dis- 
covered that Security had de- 
manded the Student Union to 
post a $2,000 bond to cover 
damages and that Mainline had 
decided the theatre was too 
small and they cancelled their 
engagement. 

Although there were a few 
concrete reasons why Mainline 
did not come we cannot help 
but feel some sense of satis- 
faction. We raised the issue 
and made people think about it 
including the Security. To 
many we brought to their at- 
tention a whole new idea - the 
exploitation of women. Some- 


The following are a few of 
the placesin Toronto which 
display women's bodies for the 
entertainment of sexually per- 
verted men: 


Patio Health Club 4067-1529 
Cav-a-bob Supper Club and Lounge 


363-5374 
Friar's Tavern 

362-6693 
Le Strip 863-0001 
Les Girls 864-1192 
Starvin Marvin's Burlesgue 
Palace 864-9030 
Victory Burlesque Theatre 

368-5006 
Warwick Hotel Toronto Ltd. 

368-1131 


Zanzibar Tavern 366-6652 
Imaks Photo Palace 468-0334 

We do not suggest that you 
phone these numbers and har- 
rass them, or phone in bomb 
threats from untapped phones, 
or phone in fake police raids, 
or fake women raids, or phone 
from a booth and leave the 
receiver off the hook, be- 
cause if every woman who reads 
The Other Woman did this once 
a week to every place listed, 
it would be very bad for their 
business besides being highly 
illegal (although safe if the 
phone isn't tapped). So in- 
stead we suggest that you 
write a letter to your Member 
who could probably convey 
your displeasure directly to 
the owner of whichever place 
he frequents. 


-Thanks to Pedestal for 
the idea for this. 


FREE OUR SISTERS. FREE 
OURSELVES. 


CLOSED 
WOMEN'S LIBERATION 


BY 


thing women have taken for 
granted and that men have ex- 
pected, for too long. 
Although many of us ran out 
of enthusiasm and doubted our 
own convictions we were able 
to act immediately and got 
many women involved for a 
short time. We do not know why 
FEM members faded out of exis- 
tence around the issue, per- 
haps it was inexperience in = 
working as a group and as 
leaders that was the problem. 
We felt it was necessary to 
share our experience with 
other women, to see if they 
have run into these problems d 
and also if they have had Main- 
line in their city, or perhaps 
they are expecting them. We'd 
like to know what other groups 
might have done or did. Let us 
hear what you have to say. Too 
many wofen work in isolation 
and this is the only way to 
become part of a large movement. 


Yours in struggle, 


Judith Brooke. eI T 
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MOTORCYCLE-DYKE SONG 


When | was small C OURAGE 

and the quest ion came is So diverse a woman 
(shor Hy after ‘What's your name?) daughter op fear and ela 
“What do you want to be when gea sister of des peration 

grow up and are big like me?" and mother of realities. 


| had t» lie from lack of choices, 
hearing the mockery op Voices 

saying that | could not be: 

a street car driver, 

baseball “player ; 

pilot, gunsmith a brick layer; 


because | was a girl | could be 
nothing Un the world , that anyone 
would want to be - Always 


so | lick to them ant | lied to me IN EXTREMIS 


| was 
But now that Im not quite So 
Y; , constantly 
Small Ctwenty- ld mall 
2 es e old ma esai 
inally it's time to say, 
fina pna! ‘ J of amihilation, 


l / what | want fo be today . — —À 
EE aa —n ——— s 


that | was 


f want to play on my guitar and Sing only one 


of mang 


Ov «S all as we go fo war, to war 


against the chains we wear 
and all of those who keep Them ikan IN EX PREMIS 


lwant to write us poems and songs 
but now 


to Keep all sisters proud and strong Lag 
a now 


o drink to all ouv sisters healfhs: 
it is no longer 
love our sisters, love ourselees, 


so welll keep bightias ‘tel COMPLETELY 


‘ve done y making the wo mang revoltis; 
5o 


| want toride a motorbike 

fe be a motorcycle -dyke 5 

with a leather jacket anda Knife 
riding free across my Ipe 
lm Fo hane a gan a Fao, dread, on 
jus F £^ protectins me and gor 

from these who'd take us from 


Ouvseloes ancl lack uS on our house- Por TR Y 
holA shelves. b 
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Myra 


| want te strussle Fil ewn 


the 61517 bax our womens revolution. 


EL 


An old friend of the family, 
having noticed the direction 
my afgecton 


ion 
takes, 


became incensed 
and felt called upon 
to warn me 

that loving women 

is NOTHING NOTHING NOTHING 
So | was not surprised to hear 
a short time later, 

less than a year, 


that nothing is holy 


[ know 


no maHer what those men say 


who have made them, m 
EU OE Ta y TAN aa 
Poems can never come to be 
messages of rejoicing 
until this world is turned on its head , 
woman recovered and raised te be bree, 
until recognition replaces the dread 
fixed on the faces of those who fae me 
Some WHERE 
ii hidden behind the hatred of me 
that | se often see 
in the eyes op women who know, 
ead a fear: terror since | am a mirror which does not distort, 
in. my eyes they see themselves, And locked within those selves 
that Scorn 


me now 


there is that Knowledg e 


l always know 


that they are me anyhow, 


E. 


^A 


LOOKING FOR 


Gillian. ‘years 


FURTHER THOUGHTS ON 
COMING 
OUT 


Speeding spcediag through the 
bush, images flying by - 

shapes, shadows in the wood. 
But the shapes and shadows in 


my head! i worry, i worry. g 
Is this really freedom? Free- THE 


dom to be me. What is me? 
Do i have a me? Ah, Spring- 
time - filler of life, giver 
of hope, Running away? No, 
not any more. It's a going 
forward, a coming-out. 


i'm coming i'm coming i'm 
coming-out to you (?) to me' 
Oh glorious me, no more shuf- 
fling, no more apologies. You 
will like me this time, i will 
like myself this time. My 
one experience, so agonizing, 
but removed from my new, my 
real, coming-out. That wasn't 
me, there was no me. Me me 
me.... no longer on my knees, 
on my head - upside down and 
all around, whirling in con- 
fusion. But you were good i 
can't deny you i'm gladi 
knew you and i will know you 
once more. i would have said 
a half year ago that i will 
know you with an intensity, 
with a desire, that will rape 
me, strip me bare. And your 
small round breasts the vel- 
vety smoothness of your warm 
inviting body your own inner 
frailty tha 3 


still. i care i care, i 
shouldn't care. Who are you 
anyway? No longer walking 
in your shadow, i am me alone 
i am me in a crowded party 

i am me, naked, with one 
other. 


Speeding on. Gotta get away. 
Taking a holiday having a good 
time seeing the world. Testing 
my strength learning about other 
women, learning about myself. 
(Old and dear friend of mine: so 
far but so close to my heart 
still - who am i fooling?) i'm 
lost, i'm lost! Doing things 
without a why! A self-search? 
Unwillingness to let a love go - 
to let it die in peace? Unwill- 
ingness to deal with my sexual 
fantasies toward other women? 
Such a lie to say there is no 
longer a whirling confusion in 
my head, only degrees, only 
degrees. iluviluv - you, you and 
you. Love - ihateihate that 
loathesome word. i will turn my- 
self intoa cocoon, a spidery web - 
catching but never being caught. 


Leaving Edmonton - growing closer. 
(Well, old and dear friend of 
mine: Will sirens blow, drums 
roll? Will we throw ourselves 
into joyful embrace? Kiss your 
lips and close my eyes to see a 
series of thundering and dinning 
lights flash before me?) i want 
it, no i don't want it. (What is 
this it?) Not with you, not with 
anybody. (But will you have curly 
hair, long hair, will you be quiet - 
will you like me?) Oh no, i cry 
out to the Goddess - who likes me? 
who desires me? Nobody, nobody. 
This is my new freedom? 


Baa ENS 
This is wrong, this is all 


wrong. i didn't want to say 


this at all. What relevance 
does this have to anybody but 
me. My writing is nothing. 
Inspired to write - a thought 
an idea a spark to kindle me, 
to not let my mind be at rest 
until it is on paper, until i 
have a glowing feeling of sat- 
isfaction. My writing is 
nothing i say, halfway there, 
but i cannot stop. For whom 
am i writing? i have a diary 
but this baring of soul is not 
for my diary. Who cares to 
know my style, my images 
created - so alone, so iso- 
lated, this person sitting 

in a corner always writing, 
passive and distant. Who the 
fuck cares? A writer is a 
writer, a writer makes money 
from writing, a writer is to 
be published. Who is there 
who will do more than super- 
ficially praise my words, my 
words that have meant long 
sleepless nights of struggle? 
Sisterhood, Sisterhood, you 
make me sick! Sisters - i 
1 u all C 
don't support me. Love my 
writing, hate my writing but 
don't ignore my writing. Hear 
me, read me, label me. I am 
a Writer. 


Leaving Vancouver for spring- 
time in California. Where 
they say, they have-beautiful 
women who love to be loved. 

An i want to love them all. 
Not love but loving. How 
easy to be sensual and sexual 
with beautiful women listening 
and dancing to music, holding 
hands, brushing lips, cares- 
sing bellybuttons, pulling an 
ear, a toe. How much easier 
than to be back home with 
women who one works with and 
to say let's sleep together; 
sometimes, i would like to 
feel your body against mine 
and hear my heart flutter. 


WOMENS' FILM FESTIVAL 


From June 8-17, Women & Film 
of 9A Charles St., and friends 
from all over the globe are 
having an international film 
festival at the St. Lawrence 
Centre. Approximately 150 
films, feature length and 
short, Canadian and other, 
will be shown daily from 

1 PM. to 11 PM. Also planned 
are workshops related to film 
making, photography exhibits 
by Canadian women, video 
tapes, fun, free. Day Care 
volunteers needed. 

For further information, call 
964-9562. 


Such fucking entanglements! 
So easy to be loving than to 
love. No more love for me, 
please. 


You who are already a Lesbian 

- how I have despicably used 
you as a barometer in my stormy 
search for self. Nevermore. So 
much lost time. What have i 
done, not done, to you? to my- 
self? To run away - these arms 
of mine still wait. 


* You who are not yet a Lesbian - 
well don't run away, but do you 
know my desire, do you know how 
i would like to stroke your foot 
early in the morning? no big 
thing, really, when you are 
ready. Ah but it is! i want 
you! 


(When will there be an end to 

the personal? Why must one 

hassle out the personal over 

and over with no time for the 
political that means an end and . 

a beginning for the new Woman? 
How can one grasp hold, throw 

How stupid this is! i must stop 
wanting, i must start giving. 

i must not cut myself off but 
only end it for awhile. i am 
going nowhere this way - living 
in fantasies from my dark bed. 
Yes, i will be political. 

(Does anyone know what that 
means?) I will be a Political 
Writer. 


So, i knock on a door in San 
Francisco and, she hugs me and 
i hug her and she says, it's 
good to see you, come ine. i 
come in and come out all at 
once. Because I say: Hello, 
it's good to see you too but 

I have many things to do. So 
goodbye for now; maybe we will 
meet again. 


By Pat Leslie 


E DAY LESBIAN 
CONFERENCE 


TORONTO JUNE 30 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL marcy AT 465-8330 


UNION 


SERVICE, OFFICE AND RETAIL WOR- 
KERS OF CANADA (SORWUC) 


THE SERVICE OFFICE AND RE- 
TAIL WORKERS' OF CANADA WAS 
FORMED IN VANCOUVER OCT. 22, 
1972 BY WOMEN WHO WORK IN THOSE 
INDUSTRIES. THE UNION IS ESP- 
ECIALLY CONCERNED WITH THE 
NEEDS OF WOMEN WORKERS WHO ARE 
THE MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES IN 
THESE OCCUPATIONS AND ARE MOST- 
LY NOT UNIONIZED. 


OBJECTIVES - FROM OUR CON- 
STITUTION: 


1. SORWUC believes that every- 
one who works should earn 
enough to provide a decent 
living for her/himself and 
her/his family. 


2. The union will bargain 
collectively on behalf of 
its members to bring about 
fair wage standards, to re- 
duce the differences bet- 
ween the lowest and the 
highest rates, and to as- 
sure equal pay or compar- 
able work for all, regard- 
less of sex, age, marital 
status, race, religion or 
national origin. 


RUN BY 


The union will strive to 
improve working conditions 
of members, to maximize 

the opportunities for per- 
sonal fulfillment in the 
work situation of all mem- 
bers, and to reduce working 
hours and eliminate over- 
time. 


4. The union will work to en- 
sure job security for all 
members and to end discri- 
mination in hiring and 
promotion. 


5. Within the community, the 
union will work for the es- 
tablishment of political and 
social eguality, for free par- 
ent controlled child care 
centres, for community con- 
trol of schools, for community 
health services, against price 
and rent increases which erode 
the gains made through col- 
lective bargaining. 


6. The union will encourage un- 
ionization of unorganized 
workers and will charter local 
unions, maintaining at all 
times the principles of local 
autonomy and democracy within 
the national union and its 
local unions. 


across 


3 I Am in Latin 

4. Jewish Matriarch 

6. The Key to Survival 
without Ó* 

10. Precedes nancy 

12. Approach 

13. A symbol and object; N.J. 

14. Killer of Agamemon, defender 
of Mother-Right, Rebel 
against Matriarchy 

16. Leave 

17. For example 

19. She's a witch 

22. Queen of Egypt-One time 
ruler of Caesar, Antony, 
Ptolemy XIII, XIV 

24. The one around us is sex- 
ist so we make our own 

25. A minor patriarch 

26. myopic eyes are 
sighted 

27. Not necessarily the same as 
sex 

31. Pollution 

Pa Possessive Pronoun 


d Notes: 
Circum stance: 
dome word. Was out o 


33. She betrayed the furies 
and sided with patriarchy, 
Daughter od Zeus 

35. One of the world's great- 
est agriculturists, E. 
Cora 

37. Continent., Abbrev. 

38. A leader in battle, a Pope, 
a saint and martyr 

39. Male hatred of women 

41. Cold water 

42. Deface 

44. I 

45. a way to enlarge a family 

47. a pronoun losing renown 

48. self-love, self-objecti- 
fication 

51. throw a line 

52. 2 of 28 down 

53. iron 

54. She explained some things 
about women writers 

58. eccentric 

50. an ancient judge of Israel 

61. She opened the box, brought 
sexuality to the world 

62. point 

63. Jew, slang. 


de TT PUE 


beyond our Control, the last 


control. 


4. Labor Dept. 


WOMEN 


OUTLINE OF CERTIFICATION PROCEDURES 


1. Signing of union cards: More 
than 507, of employees in the 
bargaining unit must sign 
cards. Shouid be considerably 
more, case some are disqualified. 
2. Cards are received by Labor Rela- 
tions Board, who sends notice to 
Management. Management may con- 
test certification on grounds of: 
A)Illegal labor practice (i.e., 
Signing people up on work time); 
or 

B)Contention that majority of 
workers do not want to join 
union (may request that gov- 
ernment hold representation 
vote) 

3. Management must post notice that 
unit has applied for certifica- 
tion, 

Officer inspects man- 

agement records (Basically time 

sheets or payroll) and validity 
of union cards and union books 

(initiation fees). Then he re- 

ports to the Labor Relations 

Board, recommending certifica- 

tion or denial of certification. 


down 


practice fight 
fight back 


It'll warm your innards 

When a woman has it she is 

called mad or men steal the 

credit 

7. impersonal pronoun 

8. Where society puts those who 
break the rules 

9. reprimand 

11. an author of History of Woman's 
Suffrage with Anthony & Stanton 

14. The woman's half of the double 
standard 

15. said "Ain't I a Woman?" 

18. the past is her 

19. discussed the question with 
Lenin 

20. There, German 

21. Archaic sexual taboo based on 
possession of 1 person by 
another 

23. part of Ont. Place 

27. Travelling American Suffragist 
Speakers 

28. half an en 

29. kind of Buddhism 

30. Freud's mystical dream-world 

31. feminist poet 

34. sticks & stones can break his 
bones but will never 
change him 

35. author of "Well of Loneliness" 

36. Virginia  , sex researcher 

40. © Havea — day. 

42. possessive pronoun 

43. a way to make love 

46. on top 

47. It's not so sweet for the woman 

49. a in english 

50. South American civilization 

51. A fish whose liver is nutritious 

53. an animal, a movie 

54. question 

55. Simone de Beauvoir's new book 
about this kind of age 


au 


56. Lure 
58. Accomplish 
59. Mother 


EXTRA 


FROM RAT 
NEW YORK CITY 


VERY PLEASURABLE POLITICS 


T is time for all of us to learn to love our- 

selves, to learn how to make love to our- 

selves. This is the first step in learning to 

love others and give pleasure to others. To 

be able to touch our bodies and experience 
pleasure, not shame or guilt, is part of the 
struggle to integrate our bodies and minds. Our 
hands, our feet, our bodies, our minds are tools 
for change. 

Masturbation is not something to do just 
when you don't have a lover. It's different from, 
not inferior to, sex for two. It's also the first, 
easiest and most convenient way to experi- 
ment with your body. It's a way to find out 
what feels good, with how much pressure, at 

impo 01 
ave to bout : one else d 


body, the easier it is to show someone else 
what gives you pleasure. 

To masturbate you have to know something 
about your body, and in particular about your 
clitoris (klit'- o - ris). It is the centre of most 
sexual stimulation. It functions like the penis in 


cally, you get excited. The clitoris is where all 


tion, intercourse or fantasy. 

In order to find your clitoris, arrange a good 
light, take a mirror, and identify all parts de- 
scribed, and shown in the diagram. To find it, 
the thighs must be separated wide enough for 
comfortable vision. Then, if two fingers hold 
apart the larger lips, a mucus membrane-cov- 
ered hood will be seen immediately inside the 
front end of the space between the larger lips. 
The hood can be gently drawn back by the fin- 
gertips, and inside will be seen a small smooth 
rounded body (sometimes it is very small-only 


is the clitoris. 
Its root runs upward under the hood and the 


an inch. The two inner lips begin in the mid- 
line close together just under the clitoris and 
extend down and below on each side of the 
smooth space in the middle and come to an 
end by facing away at about the middle of the 
ring-shaped opening which is the entrance to 
the vagina 

After carefully and thoroughly identifying all 
the exterior parts, it is next necessary to prove 
at first hand the truth of the statement that the 
clitoris does possess a unique kind of sensitivi- 
ty. It is best to do this with something other 
than your finger, because the fingertip is natu- 
rally, itself sensitive to touch, and if it is used, 


feeling finger and the part felt. Any small 
smooth object will do such as an uncut pencil, 


is one of comparison of response by very light 
touches. One hand separates the outer labia 
without touching the inner ones, and the other 


opinions of you. The more you know about your 


a man. When it is rubbed up and down rhythmi- 


female orgasms happen, whether by masturba- 


just visible) that will glisten in a good light. This 


junction of the outer lips, and extends for about 


there may be a confusion of effect between the 


a toothbrush handle, a Q-tip etc. The procedure 


"The more you know about 
your body, the easier it is to 
show someone else what gives 
you pleasure" 


' VULVA: FEMALE EXTERNAL GENITALS 


hand holding the object touches first one inner 
lip and then the other, and then the clitoris 
through or under its hood. 

If hand movements are watched in the mir- 
ror, it is easy to get touches accurately in the 
right place but without a mirror and a good 
light it is not easy, because an inexperienced 
woman has practically no sense of position if 
she tries to use a finger unguided by her eyes. 


The effect observed is that the instant the clito- 
ris is touched a peculiar and characteristic sen- 


sation is experienced which is different in ess- 
ence from touches on the labia or anywhere 
else. This difference has to be experienced; it 
cannot be described in words. 

The clitoris needs rhythmic friction. Without 
rhythmic friction no sexual sensations are pos- 
sibleto man or to woman . . 


organ of sexual sensation in women, and that 
rhythmic friction is the only stimulation to 
which it can react, orgasm failure at the outset 


of sexual experience is unavoidable if the clito- 


ris is not discovered and constantly stimulated 
Some women masturbate by moistening 
their finger (with either saliva or juice from the 
vagina) and rubbing it around and over the cli- 
toris. The rhythmic carressing finger move- 
ments of the clitoral region can be designed to 
include adjacent areas of the vagina and then 
the two areas can function as a unit. There is 


probably an indefinite number of ways this can 


be done. It will be enough to suggest four. 


it is no exaggera- 
tion to say that since the clitoris is the essential 


First, a downward stroke beginning just 
above the root of the clitoris, passing over the 
clitoris and on down the mid-line, into the vagi- 
nal entrance, following the front wall of the 
passage and ending a little way inside. 

Second, the reverse of the first, a movement 
beginning inside front vaginal wall and coming 
up and out along the mid-line, over the clitoris 
and back to where the first movement started. 
A rhythm of these two alternating movements 
carries strong suggestion that the clitoris and 
vaginal entrance are being treated as one and 
not two places of sensitive response. 

The third movement is based on a frequent 
observation that the first area of the vagina to 


the front wall in the middle an inch or so from 
side to side and extending about % of an inch 
in. Gently stretching movements of this front 
part of the ring of the vaginal entrance seem to 
give strongest stimulation. Two finger tips can 
easily be slid into place and gently and rhythmi- 
cally moved to stretch the front edges of the 
vaginal ring. 

The fourth: describe a circle with the finger- 
tips with the clitoris and the vagina on the cir- 
cumference. 

Some women masturbate by crossing their 
legs and exerting steady and rhythmic pressure 
on the whole genital area. A smaller number 
learn by developing muscular tension through 
their bodies, resembling the tensions developed 
in the motion of intercourse. Some ways of , 
doing this is by climbing up a pole or a rope or 
even chinning on parallel bars. Other tech- 
niques for masturbating include using a pillow 
or blanket instead of a hand, a stream of water, 
and electric vibrators. Some women find their 
breasts erotically sensitive, and rub them while 
rubbing the clitoris (don't forget the rest of your 
body — try to get into caressing your own 
body). It's nice sometimes to make up sexual 
fantasies while masturbating. Some women 
like to insert something in the vagina while 
masturbating, (like a finger or vibrator) but few 
women. get more satisfaction out of vaginal 
penetration than they do from clitoral stimula- 
tion. 

If you have never masturbated, or have but 
still feel hung up about it, don't feel confined to 
these techniques. Finding what you like to do is 
what it's all about. Think about it for a while, 
relax, try it a little at a time — try to get into it. 
Here are some additional suggestions some of 
us came up with that we have found groovy to 
get in the mood: 

1 — take a bath; 

2 — get stoned; 

3 — listen to some good music 

4 — make sure you have lots of space to roll 
around in; 

5 — have some furry warm blanket or some- 
thing that feels good against your skin; 

6 — use baby oil, powder, creamy lotion. 


WOMEN'S LIBERATION 7 ACROSS CANADA 


NFLD. : The Woman's Place 
144 Duckworth St. 


St. John's, Nfld. 


N.B.: c/o Linda Gow 
Y.W.C.A. 
27 Wellington Row 
St. John, N.B. 
QUEBEC: — Quebecoises 


3908 Rue Mentana 
Montreal, P.Q. 


Englishwomen 

3694 Ste. Famille 

Montreal, P.Q. 
ONTARIO: Women's Centre * 
136 Lewis St. (rear) 
Ottawa. Ont. 


The Woman's Place 
968 University Ave.W. 
Windsor, Ont. 


Women's Collective 
300 ERB St. 
Waterloo, Ont. 


Women's Place * 
31 Dupont St. 
Toronto 929-3185 


MANITOBA: Women's Liberation 


#10, 812 Wolseley 
Winnipeg, Man. 


SASK. : 


Women's Centre 
147 - 2nd. Ave. S. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 


ALBERTA: Women's Centre 
11812 - 95 St. 


Edmonton, Alta. 


Ba. Women's Place 
1766 W. Broadway 
Vancouver 9, B.C. 


Women's Centre 
130 W. Hastings 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Women's Centre 
#414 - 1029 Douglas St. 
Victoria, B.C. 

* has a newsletter 


N.B. If you would like to 


be listed, please send us 
your address. 


“Ties 


Offset Printers 
for the 


Movement 


929-3185 


WARDAIR STRIKE 


The strike by Wardair stew- 
ardesses is over. Wage de- 
mands have been met by Wardair 
and duty days are now being 
negotiated. Success of the 
strike is due totally to the 
strength of the stewardesses 
whose smiling public image was 
one of their major problems in 
illiciting support even on their 
own picket lines. Sandy North, 
negotiator for the stewardesses, 
said that the women at first 
found themselves automatically 
smiling politely at their op- 
position when their overriding 
emotion was anger. Wardair has 
promoted some of the scabs to 
supervisory positions, which 
must be difficult to stomach. 
However, the stewardesses are 
having the last word in mid air, 
serving cold coffee and burned 
food to the flight crews who 
were unsupportive during the 
strike. 


new hogtown press 


Publishers and distributors 


12 Hart House Orce, University of Toronto 


Toronto, Ontano, Canade w Tei. 416 - 928-4809 


have available f 


WOMEN 


“An pt to d 
problema of the 
as they relate to 


£ the theoretical 
omen, particularly 
xual repression. 


10€ 


TINO MAIS 


ONSUMERISM AND WOMEN. Attacks the 
consumérs are victimized by the 


corporate power structure and offers instead the view 
that women as consumers we oppressed by male suprem- 


acism. 156 


A39 WOMEN UNITE! (Canadian Women's Educational Press) 


An anthology of the Canadian Women's Movement. 


$3.00 


A40 Boston Women's Health Course Collective: OUR BODIES, 


OUR SELVES: A COURSE. (New England Free Press) 


WOMEN'S NEWSPAPERS 


QUEBEC: — Quebecoises Deboutte 
3908 Mentana 
Montreal, P.Q. 


$3 per year 


Feminist Communication 


Collective . 
P.0. Box 455 
Montreal 215, P.Q. 
ONTARIO: The New Feminist 
P.0. Box 597 
Station A 
Toronto, Ont. 
$3 per year 


The Native Sisterhood 
P.0. Box 515 
Kingston, Ont. 


Tightwire 
(Women's Penitentiary 
newspaper) 


Kingston, Ont. 
$2 per year 


Windsor Woman 

76 University Ave.W. 
Room 603 

Windsor, Ont. 


ALBERTA: On Our Way 
P.0. Box 4508 
Edmonton, Alta. 
$2 per year 
B.C.: The Pedestal 


130 W. Hastings 
Vancouver, B.C. 
$3 per year 


Priorities 
c/o 2803 Wall St. 
Vancouver 6, B.C. 
$2 per year 


Nolunteers needed 


UD Campus Community Co-operative 


Daycare Centers 


Collectively Caring For Our Children 


35€ 
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Scarlet Leiter 


COMMENTS + BOOK REULEW 
THEY SHALL NOT PASS 


was the battle cry of the 
Spanish Republic as it fought 
for six years and finally went 
down under Franco's dictator- 
ship. Fascism took over in a 
long bloody fight that many of 
our mothers and fathers joined 
in but too late. Europe sac- 
rificed Spain as a training 
gtound for Hitler's air, ground 
and naval troops. 

They Shall Not Pass is the 
background and story of the 
Spanish Civil War and the 
autobiography of LA PASIONARIA 
the tremendous resistance 
" m 

at we 

read this book to gain an un- 
derstanding of Spanish women's 
lives. It is her life story 
and her awakening as a strong 
revolutionary woman in a time 
when the progressive and reac- 
tionary forces in her country 
were polarizing. 

LA PASIONARIA was born 
daughter of a mining family. 
She fought to educate herself 
and become a teacher but "af- 
ter completing the first 2 
years, my adolescent dreams 
faded, in the face of hard 
economic realities; books, 
food, clothes were all expen- 
ses my parents simply could 
not continue to meet. So I 
transferred to a dressmaking 
academy for 2 years. After 
this apprenticeship I worked 
as a domestic for 3 years in 
the homes of local business 
men. At 20, seeking libera- 
tion from drudgery in other 
people's homes, I married a 
minsg£... 


"My mission in life was "ful- 
filled" T could not, ought not, 


KER 


aspire to more. Women's goal, 
her only aspiration had to be 
matrimony and the continuation 

of the joyless, dismal, pain- 
ridden thralldom that was our 
mother's lot; we were supposed 

to dedicate ourselves wholly to 
giving birth, to raising our chil- 
dren and to serving our husbands 
who, for the most part, treated us 
with complete disregard." 

All around her were women 
trapped in the same circumstances 
broken by her children and husband 
who in turn were and are broken in 
the mines and in the fields. 

As she began to read Marxist 
literature, her Catholic theology 
became obviously one of the chains 
binding and ri alizing her 
people's powerless lives. She be- 
gan to understand and identify the 
strikes and miners struggle around 
har... 

They Shall Not Pass is the story 
of a radical transformation of a 
simple working class woman bound in 
by all the customs of a severely 
patriarchial system. Women as vir- 
gins, mothers and men as gods. This 
herstory had no magical ending but 
takes her life & that of the Span- 
ish people right up until the last 
fight in 1939. 

It is also important because she 
speaks as a member of the Communist 
Party as she sees the position of 
the Trotskyists, the Anarchists and 
the Social Democrats in an ongoing 
struggle. 

This book is important 
because it demystifises history 
and brings us a deener under- 
standing and lessons from the 
Spanish people. Their strug- 
gle did not end, it was only 
brutally repressed. Today 
the embers are beginning to 
glow brighter. 

Today meetings between more 
than 10 persons are illegal 
without the permission of a 


ERom : 


“ITALY end ENGLAND 


LIARIA ROSA DE kk CISTA 


AY THORS OF: 


THE POWER of WOMEN + the 
SUBUERSTON of the COMMUNTTY 
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17 
government permit, unions are 
illegal, even though few women 
ever get to go to the school 
which are all private and ex- 
pensive, even though women are 
still seen as virgins, mother, 
madonna's. Women are still 
getting together. 

Over the March 28th weekend 
there was a conference on the 
growing resistance movement 
in Spain today. In a work- 
shop on women workers in Spain, 
there was discussed the double 
oppression of women as workers 
and as women. The Spanish 
women were very strong and 
clear that the primary enemy 
of all their people was dicta- 
torship and fascism. The need 
for solidarity in their strug- 
gle was understood, but there 
was stratigic disagreements 
on how women in Spain would 
joint in that struggle. There 
were arguments for the necessity 
of autonomous women's organi- 
zations not to fragment the 
united front but to widen the 
front and draw in women who 
otherwise could not or would 
not see how they related to 
the struggle. The second 
point brought up was that re- 
actionary attitudes exist 
within radical men and that it 
is necessary to struggle for 
the freedoms of women within 
the movement as an integral 
part of fighting for freedom. 
Only by women united at the 
bottom of the volcano can wo- 
men really fire the whole sky 
bright red, 

Our Spanish sisters and 
brothers need our support in their 
fight for basic freedoms. We can 
also learn from LA PASIONARIA and 
women who have come before us in 
other countries. The Women's Move- 
ment must reach out and build 
unity around the world. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
CANADTAN COMMITTEE FOR A 
DEMOCRATIC SPAIN 
BOX 1227, STATION Q, TORONTO 


READ 


They Shall Not Pass 


The Autobiography of LA PASIONARIA 
Dolores Ibarruri: International 
Publishers 


be Moves Ofgerm Ta p [2 us 


a 


The letter printed below is my 
response to my situation in grad 
school. The article on Women in 
Grad School by Myra that appear- 
ed in the last issue of the 
paper is concerned with the same 
problems as I state in this 
letter. My solution, to quit, may 
seem negative in comparison to 
the call for solidarity at the 
end of the article. However, in 
spite of criticism that quitting 
school is a cop-out I see this 
move as positive. Outside grad 
school I can work with and for 
women helping us recognize we 
can live our own lives without 
male sanctions. Inside school 
it is a non-stop minute by minute 
battle against male professors 
and often students too who want 
to keep me quiet. I am sick and 
tired of sticking my head out 
into the games and trivia of 
male academia just to be ignored 
or put down again for being re- 
levant, personal or real. 

I had support for sticking my 
neck out from Myra, who was in 
the same department as me. But 
two people is not enough soli- 
darity to go on. There's nothing 

| there to go on for if you're a 

| woman anyway. Let the men carry 
on their academic trips. Let us 
work for something other than 
the patronising gift of a Ph.D 


eS 
women, not men. 


42 River Street 
Toronto 2, Ontario 


Dear Professor Catholy, 

I have decided I shall not be 
continuing my studies in the 
New Year and I would like to 
withdraw from the M.A. programme 
now. 

My reasons for discontinuing 
are presented below. I enclose 
a copy of this letter for mem- 
bers of the Graduate Faculty. 

I would like it to be circulated 

at the next Graduate Faculty 

| meeting. I am also sending a 
copy to the Association of Gra- 
duate Students of German. I con- 
sider that my dissatisfaction 

| does not stem from a 'personal' 
problem but from a general ma- 
laise that expresses itself 

| everywhere in our society in- 

cluding the Graduate Department 

of German. Consequently I would 

like to be heard. 

Professors and students here 
are concerned with the study of 
literature for its sake alone. 
| From talking to professors and 
from observation I understand 
that men study literature for 
various reasons: because it is 
intellectually stimulating and 
diverting, rather like a cross- 
word puzzle. Or it is anot too 
demanding way of earning money. 
I have been told it is challeng- 
ing and rewarding. One is ex- 
zited by ideas and enjoys play- 
ing with them, winning or los- 
ing arguments. That these ar- 
guments take place in learned 
journals that only a handful of 


SS 


etter page 


people read, or that the ideas 
are devoid of any grounding in 
people! s lives now, seldom 
bothers the professors I have 
spoken tQ. Students are moti- 
vated similarly; most study 
literature because they wish 
to have time in which to think 
what they want to do with 
their lives, or because the 
outside world, that world 
which is so different to and 
separate from the world of 
School, towers over them so 
frighteningly that they prefer 
the security of the known. The 
academic world is a safe place 
to be. Literary studies harm 
noone, and likewise do noone 
good. The promise of a job 
after an M.A. or a Ph.D., status 
and money, though at present 
unrealistic, can also be tan- 
talising. Students do not drop 
out of school, not because they 
are happy with it, but because 
on the whole, they have invested 


so much money, time, and energy 
into their studies. Few people 
wonder whether it is legitimate 
to play with their time as a 
banker does with his money. As 
if our lives were one big in- 
surance plan. This money - in- 
surance - security mentality 
is typical of the dehumanized 
systems within which we attempt 
to operate, let alone live. Work, 
» energy, intelligence and life 


managed to forget that it's. a 
game and take it seriously. 

Those who play along, tongue in 
cheek, are the split ones, for- 
ever playing their real lives off 
against their unreal work lives. 
No one wants to admit that it 

is man and not some mischievious 
Mephistopheles that created thc 
contradictions. 
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drink in wine. 


For men it.is easy to accept 
these things. Men are brought 
up to win games, achieve goals, 


fight hard, take what they can 
and make the most of it. They 
are also taught to resign 
themselves to the double stan- 
dards of our society. In most 
cases, it is to their advan- 
tage to do so. 

It is no longer in the in- 
terests of women to be resigned. 
And I, as a woman will not be 
resigned. The identity which 
society thrusts upon me and 
all women is to be feminine, 
unassertive, to give way to my 
father, boyfriend, husband, 
etc., in arguments, relation- 
ships, jobs and politics, and 
to be subservient to my profes- 
sors and teachers. This sub- 
servience is in fact encouraged 
and even demanded in the class- 
room at the same time that 
students are reguired to be in- 
dependent and assertive to suc- 
ceed. This is thus a contra- 
diction between the socially- 
conditioned role of women and 
the demands of the academic 
world. A woman in the academic 
world is playing a man's game 
and is at the same time expec- 
ted to be "feminine". She must x 
simultaneously negate and ful- i 
fill what society demands of her. 

The alternative is for a 
woman to understand the male- 


identity over and against it. 
Many women in the feminist 
movement, including myself, are 
doing just that, and finding 
the structure and the system 
increasingly intolerable. 

A woman who is, despite the 
expectations of societv, a good 
academic is nonetheless not 
taken seriously, at least not 
as seriously as men. At most, 
she is given a paternal pat on 
the head for trying. She may, in 
rare instances, win ad ation 
as a scholar, but she is almost 
=f always negated as a human being. 


It would be helpful if she found 
support from other women, but 
even if that were the case she 
must continue to seek approval 
from above to be considered a 
good academic; that means male 
approval since most professors 
are male (although many graduate 
students in literature are 
women). Again she is trapped by 
her own ambition. 

This is the situation that I 
and every other wcman at univer- 
sity find ourselves in. Some 
fields of study, however, pro- 
vide women with skills that 
will be useful in their partici- 
pation in attempts to change 
the male supremacist system. 
Studying literature never 
changed anything. Although 
other professions and occupa- 


stions confront women with simi- 


lar problems, if not the same, 
it is possible and meaningful 
to work for change with other 
women outside school. 
Sincerely yours, 


Rowena Bennett 


Yadgar Nasriddinova was born 
in 1920 into a worker's family. 
After graduating in 1939 from 
the Tashkent Railway Institute, 
the young Uzbek worked on 
the construction of the huge 
Fergana Canal. From 1942 


By RODNEY PRIDER — 


STANBI Turkey (AP 


has started a political party for women. By Turkish stand- 
ards, that's a step forward for womankind although it's 
hardly a big advance on the women's liberation front. 

Eighteen middle-aged women who launched the Turkish 

National Women's party a few weeks ago say they have 
received 2,000 applications for membership, many of them 
from men. 
Mrs. Melike Bayburt, presiding officer, says the party's 
aim is to "make a stronger Turkey by developing the 
role of women in Turkish society, in partnership with 
men." 

She often quotes the country's founder, Kemal Ataturk, 
who reformed Turkish society after World War I. He took 
many steps to improve the lot of women, who have been 
traditionally subjected by Islam to a subsidiary roie in 
society. 


SINCE THEN Turkey has been retreating on the issue 
of women's rights, the party maintains, and the facts tend 
to confirm the complaint. Polygamy has increased since 
1930. In 1935, 17 women were elected to the National 
Assembly. Now there are only seven. ` 

Mrs. Bayburt, 47, has five grandchildren. She knows 
how hard the life of Turkish women can be. She was mar- 
ried at 14 and had her first child a year later. Although 
she came from an old Ottoman family with relatively lib- 
eral views, she received no formal education as a child. 
After her marriage she attended night classes. 

“At present women in Turkey are wives, mothers, cooks 
and agricultural laborers,” Mrs. Bayburt says, “but they 
are not consulted when decisions are taken. We want 
to change this." 

Her party, which plans to open branches in six provin- 
ces, calls for improved marriage laws, the establishment 
of day-care centers and a share of the de n-making 
for women. There are plans to campaign in remote vil- 
lages and educate peasant women politically before next 


year's parliamentary elections. 
RE 4 cu 


DESPITE THESE goals, some planks of the party plat- 
form would hardly win the support of many women's lib- 
bers in the West. It states that women have the duty to 
"raise sons for the nation, to strenghten the country," 
and wants the vote restricted to citizens who can read 
and write. 

As more than 60 per cent of Turkish women are iliit- 
erate, the latter reform could greatly reduce the new 
party's voting base. 


Mrs. Bayburt dismisses the issue of legalized ahortion 
as "an unimportant question" and says it is undignilied 
for women to take to the streets to demonstrate for their 
rights. 

Tigh 


Her heroine in the United States i 
set a noble example by campaigni 


she held various positions in 
the youth organization, the 
Party and the government. 
She was Minister of the Build- 
ing Materials Industry and 
Vice President of the Cabinet 
of the Uzbek -Soviet Socialist 
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Pat Nixon, who says 


Y. S. Nasriddinova 


Chairman of the Soviet of Nationalities 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet 


Republic. 


ST. ANDREWS, Scot'and 
(AP) - This sedate Scot- 
tish township. Tenawned for 


er s 
alde 'dunes, is Reming toa 
new hunting call, the shrill 


whistle of women’s libbers. 
The Girls)are positioning 
themsel at street inter- 


sections, wolf-whistling and 
winking at men, asking for 
phone numbers, sometimes 
following them as they plod 
their weary way homeward 
from the 19th hole. 


local laddies. They 
trying to teach them a 
sharp lesson in women's 


ue. 
Andrews' women's lib 
op. tired 


For eleven years 
she headed the Presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet of the 
Uzbek Republic. Since 1970. 
she has been Chairman of the 
Nationalities Soviet of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 
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WITH THE | 
REST OF THE | 
PEOPLE, 
THE WOMEN |N 
WERE FREED |E 


at men 


has decided to deliver tho 


men “a touch of their own 
medicine.” 
Along, with. the. whistles, 


organized the campaizr 
give the men a pamphlet 
asking “How does it feel.” 
Most of the men told re- 
porters they felt “rather 
embarrassed." 

Campaign leader Diane 
Lee said: “We are getting 
it over that we d> not enjoy 


being whist'ed at and pro- 


positioned." 


dle-aged man ‘ried to at 


tack a girl making eyes at 


him. 

“But.” 
old social worker, “we sor' 
ed that matter out ver 
quickly. 


She added that one mid- 


said the 29-year- 


put him flat on his 


Special to T 
ROME—“It is easier for a 
girl to have an abortion in 
Italy than in any other West- 
ern country where abortion 
is outlawed," commented an 
American who had helped 
'find doctors for two fairly 
well-off foreign women. 

But when Silvana, a 25- 
yearold Roman who lives 
with her family, became preg- 
mant several months ago, 
things were not quite so 
simple. 

"In the first place," said 
Silvana, one of an estimated 
[800,000 to 3 million Italian 
women who have illegal 
abortions every year, “Ididn't 
know where to get informa- 
tion. I certainly couldn't con- 
fide in my family doctor and 
Imy gynecologist said all he 


ould do was to give me the 
paro. 5 jan abortionist he'd 


E] m she added 
firuefully, “he assured me I 
could A dab bi him for a 
postopera! 

the abortiọnist RS prob- 
lably never want to set eyes 
on me a, 

: Money was another prob- 
lem. 

"I earn only about $30 a 
week,” she noted, “and the 
doctor wanted 5250, But I 
had no choice, so now I am 
paying him off in install- 

ments.” 

20,000 Fatalities a Year 


Abortions by bona fide 
doctors range from about 
$175 to $500 or more for 
NE Aang Women yaaa will- 
ng work in priv- 
ate clinics. Low - income 

other 
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the unwanted 
child, thus becoming “git 


their or 

forced to resort to local mid- 
wives or “witches” whose 
remedies are risky and often 
fatal. 

Precise statistics are hard 
to come by, but figures indi- 
cate that at least 20,000 
women die here each year 
from abortion malpractices 
that run the gamut from the 
use of herbs to primitive, 
very unsophisticated instru- 
ments. 

The Italian Ministry of 
Health estimates that clande- 
stine abortions in Italy may 
be about 800,000 annually: 
women's groups who are 
seeking to legalize abortions 
insist there are as many as 
3 million illegal operations a 
year. 


. | mothers" in a society intol- 
have | Sant of unwed mothers “and founder, 


In Italy, Abortions 
Are Fasy-for Rich 


(One recent study, based 
on interviews with 558 31- 
year-old married women in 
Rome's low-income neighbor- 
hoods, showed an incidence 
of two abortions for every 
two to three surviving chil- 
dren.) 

Legislation last amended 
by the Fascists in 1930 makes 
abortion a crime. With both 
the practitioner and his cli- 
ent subject to jail terms of 
a maximum of fivé years an 
a minimum of two (reduced 
to one where “honor” was 
the motive), the topic is rare- 
ly discussed. However, the 
present situation appears to 
be tolerated by knowing au- 
thorities who, in recent 
years, have prosecuted only 
150 to 200 people annually. 

‘Only Nine Months’ 

For the Roman Catholic 
Church, whose influence can- 
not be discounted even in the 
face of increasingly lenient 
social standards, abortion is 
tantamount to murder. 

Many liberated women 
bristle at the attitude of the 
men, whom they complain 
“oppose abortion at any cost. 
—to the woman, that is.” 
One Italian, Paolo, a law 
school graduate who now 
runs his family’s construc- 
tion firm, said, “I don't 
think Pd 'd help a girl abort. 

' what's the big deal? 
ly nine months." 
At present several Italian 

Bang Tor iegalized soon 
ton, th the m iiba 
eration movement seeking to 
collect the 50,000 signatures 
needed 
Itali 

One source of help'is the 
Italian Association for Dem- 


provoked a lawsuit that last 
year led to repeal of the ban 
on disseminating birth-con- 
trol information. 

Mr. de Marchi favors legal- 
ized abortion, but he he 
does not consider it useful 
“at this time to try and pro- 
voke a constitutional issue 
a. m a Ine LO eee 

all, at present a pro- 
abortion majority exists nel- 
ther in the country at large 
nor in the Parliament." 

Thus observers here agree 
that any proposal to legalize 
abortion would face difficulty 
in the foreseeable future. 
None of the lay parties of 
either the Government coali- 
tion or the Opposition are 
willing to take a firm posi- 

ion, 
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